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of saying no; that it was a favour now for a woman
to have the question asked, and if any young lady
had so much arrogance as to counterfeit a negative,
she never had the opportunity of denying twice;
much less of recovering that false step, and accepting
what she had seemed to decline. The men had
such choice everywhere, that the case of the women
was very unhappy; for they seemed to ply at every
door, and if the man was by great chance refused
at one house, he was sure to be received at the
next.

Besides this, I observed that the men made no
scruple to set themselves out, and to go a fortune-
liunting, as they call it, when they had really no
fortune themselves to demand it, or merit or deserve
it; and they carried it so high, that a woman was
scarce allowed to inquire after the character or
estate of the person that pretended to her; this, I
had an example of, in a young lady at the next house
to Hie, and with whom 1 had contracted an intimacy;
she was courted by a young captain, and though
she had near 2000Z. to her fortune, she did but
inquire of some of his neighboiirs about his character,
his morals, or substance; and he took occasion at
the next visit to let her know, truly, that he took it
very ill, and that he should not give her the trouble
of his visits any more. I heard of it, and I had
begun my acquaintance with her; I went to see her
upon it; she entered into a close conversation with
me about it, and unbosomed herself very freely; 1
perceived presently that though she thought herself
very ill used, yet she had no power to resent it; that
she was exceedingly piqued she had lost him, and
particularly that another of less fortune had gained
him.

I fortified her mind against such a meanness, as
I called it; I told her, that as low as I was in the
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